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Strawberry Festivals 
		  From Bellevue’s Past

Vision
To be a destination heritage 

museum and research 
facility that enhances 
community identity 

through the preservation 
and stewardship of the 

Eastside’s history.

Mission
To steward Eastside history 

by actively collecting, 
preserving, and interpreting 

documents and artifacts, 
and by promoting public 

involvement in and 
appreciation of 

this heritage through 
educational programming 
and community outreach.

HERITAGE REFLECTOR

June is strawberry season! 
With the Eastside Heritage 
Center’s 2010 Strawberry 
Festival right around the 
corner, here’s a look back at 
some of the original Festivals 
from the Eastside’s past. 

From the Lake Washington 
Reflector, June 20, 1925:

“The following poem was 
found written on the table 
covering of one of the tables 
at the Strawberry Festival. It 
was evidently left as a token 
of appreciation of Bellevue’s 
hospitality.

We have wandered from the 	
     city
In search of a new thrill.
We found a place so pretty
That we stuck around until
We filled up on Strawberries,
Shortcake and lovely cream
The berries red as cherries,
The shortcake just a dream. 
It was the town of Bellevue,
A little rustic place
Where all this classy food grew
To feed our hungry face.
We thank thee little township,
We liked your Festival.

When’er we make a short trip,
Upon you we will call.

-Gloria Nourse, Seattle”

From the Eastside Journal, June 
28, 1928:

“Escorted by two highway 
patrolmen, with their shrieking 
sirens, one hundred and fifty 
Kirkland autos caravanned 
their way to the Strawberry 
Festival last Saturday night. 
As the caravan approached 
Bellevue everyone started 
blowing their horns, both on 
the cars and the especially 

provided ones, creating such 
a din that it drew nearly 
everyone from the festival 

grounds to witness the entry 
of the Kirkland delegation. 
(...) The entire delegation, 
consisting of over four 
hundred people, each regaled 
in festal hats and Kirkland 
streamers, marched single file 
into the grounds, amid the 
applause of the Bellevuites.”

From the Eastside Journal, June 
20, 1929:

“There are a number of 
strawberry festivals held each 
year in various parts of the 
county, but none has caught 
the public eye as has the 

Bellevue Festival and there is a 
reason for that. Bellevue, with 
the cooperation of the entire 
East Side puts some real effort 
into their festival and makes 
an outstanding event of it. 
Not only are our guests served 
with luscious shortcakes but 
a continuous entertainment is 
provided for their amusement. 
Every effort is made to make 
them feel at home.

- Bill Burch, Manager.”
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An Eastside Woman’s 
Pioneering Achievements

Elizabeth Everts “Betty” Greene 
was born in 1920 in Seattle and 
grew up on the shores of Lake 
Washington in Medina.

As a member of the Women 
Airforce Service Pilots (WASP) 
of World War II, Greene, along 
with 1,100 other women, took 
on non-combat flying duties 
that often were hazardous, 
freeing up male pilots for 
combat. As the first pilot for 
Mission Aviation Fellowship, 
Betty became the first woman 
to fly across the Andes and 
the first woman to pilot an 
aircraft in Sudan. But Greene 
wasn’t one to talk about her 
pioneering achievements. 

She wasn’t looking for 
publicity, and the last thing she 
wanted to do was brag about 
any of it. Had it not been for 
Greene’s parents sharing her 
exploits with the rest of the 
family, not even her closest kin 
might have known much about 
her work.

“I never got the feeling that 
any of the Greene siblings 

ever thought anything they 
did was heroic,” said Naraelle 
Hohensee, Greene’s grand-
niece who represented her 
great aunt in March at a 
Capitol Hill ceremony that 
honored WASPs with a 
Congressional Gold Medal.

Hohensee found that attitude 
of humble sacrifice common 
among her great-grandparents’ 
children and the women of 
their generation receiving the 
honors.

“I got the feeling it didn’t faze 
the women who actually did 
it. They didn’t realize they 
were doing anything out of 
the ordinary,” Hohensee said. 
“They just did what they loved. 
I think Aunt Betty felt the same 
way.”
 
Greene died April 10, 1997, of 
Alzheimer’s at her home in 
Medina. She was 77.

Betty Greene’s fascination 
with becoming a pilot began 
in childhood. At age 8 she saw 
Charles Lindberg, the first pilot 
to cross the Atlantic Ocean 
solo, when he flew his Spirit 
of St. Louis aircraft over the 

Above: Betty Greene during a MAF mission trip.

Based on a story and 
research by Deann Alford, 
an independent journalist.

University of Washington 
stadium and later addressed 
the audience.

Greene used a relative’s $100 
gift for her 16th birthday to buy 
flying lessons and flew solo two 
weeks later, but the money ran 
out before she could get her 
private pilot’s license.

In 1941, while attending the 
University of Washington, a 
pilot training course accepted 
her as one of three women in 
the class of 40 students. The 
military had no openings for 
women pilots, so she finished 
her degree in sociology, 
specializing in world cultures.

Prior to graduating, she read 
an article about a non-combat 
women’s pilot group formed 
to serve the military during 
World War II. Its purpose was 
to relieve male pilots from non-
combat duties. Her parents 
urged her to apply.

At age 22, Betty Greene was 
accepted into the all-volunteer 
Women’s Flying Training 
Detachment, which later was 
called the Women Airforce 
Service Pilots, or WASPs. She 
was assigned to class 43-W-5 
that trained at Avenger Field 
in Sweetwater, Texas, 40 miles 
west of Abilene. Each woman 

in this class of 130 earned 
$150 a month; from it was 
deducted $1.65 per day room 
and board, and $100 for a 
uniform, cap, goggles, jacket 
and parachute.

While training at Avenger 
Field for the WASP program, 
Greene, a devout Presbyterian, 
wrote a pair of articles about 
how flying could advance 
Christian ministry. Three 
American military pilots 
responded by sharing with 
her their vision for creating 
the Christian Airmen’s 
Missionary Fellowship.

After word came that WASPs 
would disband in December 
1944, Greene moved to 
California to set up an office 
for the fledgling group. It 
eventually connected with 
combat pilots of like vision in 
the UK, Australia and New 
Zealand to become Mission 
Aviation Fellowship. 

Greene flew MAF’s first flight, 
on a 1938 Waco biplane that 
the aviation ministry bought 
for $5,000, into southern 
Mexico.  In addition to Peru 
and Sudan, Greene piloted 
MAF aircraft while based in 
Nigeria and New Guinea.

Hohensee thinks her Aunt 
Betty would have shared 
the attitude of the WASP 
program’s 112 pilots who 
attended the ceremony in 
Washington, DC. “The women 
are happy to be honored, but 
they weren’t exulting in the 
honor,” Hohensee said. “She 
probably would have said the 
real glory was in her mission 
work.”

Above: Betty Greene as a Women 
Airforce Service Pilot.

Editor’s Note:
2010 marks the Centennial of 
Women’s Suffrage in Washington 
State. EHC is taking the 
opportunity to honor women in 
history through our programming, 
exhibits and newsletter articles this 
year.



Issaquah Historical Society 
and Rose Wise 
- Records from Northwood 
Farms (Marymoor)

Jane Kuechle 
- Records from Advance 
Bellevue

Goldie Tobin 
- Docent records from Bellevue 
Arts Museum

Terry Dill 
- A photograph of the Twin 
Valley Dairy Farm in 1948

Thank you for your donations 
to the collection: 

    Accessions
Recent

Wish list
EHC

EHC is seeking 
the following donations:

For the Office:

- Electric kettle (with auto 
shut-off)

- Tabletop or wall-mounted 
pencil sharpeners

- Shade for window in 
collections office (56” high 
and 36” wide)

For the Collection:

- Eastside women’s history 
items, especially relating 
to women in business & 
politics.

- Eastside phone 
directories prior to 1975.

- Records of community 
clubs, improvement 
societies, and other 
grassroots organizations.

- Historical photos of 
Medina for Mike Luis’ 
Arcadia Publishing book. 
Contact Mike directly at 
425-453-5123 or 
mluis@seanet.com
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Above: Pamphlet from Northwood 
Farms, circa 1925. 

Education 
       Happenings

Jane Morton
Education Coordinator

Each year Bellevue Parks and 
Community Services sponsors 
Natural Resource Week at the 
Mercer Slough Nature Park 
in Bellevue. The goal of NRW 
is to help educate tomorrow’s 
leaders to appreciate, conserve 
and wisely manage our 
precious natural resources. The 
program is offered to 4th, 5th 
and 6th graders.  

The Natural Resource Week 
program has been a part of the 
Parks program for a number 
of years. In 2005, Eastside 
Heritage Center was asked to 
add the history piece to the 
program.  

This year’s event was held May 
18, 20 and 21. Eastside Heritage 
Center was one of twelve 
organizations that contributed 
their time and talent to make 
this event possible, including 
Nature Vision, EPA Dive 
Team, King County Noxious 

Weeds, Woodland Park Zoo, 
Mountains to Sound, Cascade 
Land Conservancy, Eastside 
Audubon, Puget Sound Energy, 
Sarvey, Master Naturalist and 
City of Bellevue Environment 
Education.

EHC’s role this year was to 
showcase the history in and 
around the historic Winters 
House. There were 36 tours 
given over three days, with 
12 tours each day – six in 
the morning and six in the 
afternoon. 

EHC tour guides John 
Stokes, Kim Radcliffe, Barb 
Williams and Jane Morton 
gave each group a 30-minute 
tour through the house 
and the Ostbo loop. The 
rhododendrons were especially 
beautiful during this week in 
May and helped the students 
develop a better understanding 
of past agriculture uses of 
Mercer Slough.

Welcome

Brian Casserly has lived in the 
Pacific Northwest since 1993 
and earned his Bachelor’s, 
Master’s and Ph.D. degrees in 
history from the University of 
Washington. He has taught 
history at the University of 
Washington and at North 
Seattle, Bellevue, Everett and 
Shoreline Community Colleges.
 

Brian has also worked as 
a researcher on various 
projects related to Asian 
American, labor, and Pacific 
Northwest history for several 
organizations, including the 
National Park Service and 
the Museum of History and 
Industry. He also served as a 
historical consultant to KCTS 
TV’s The War: Stories from the 

Pacific Northwest, produced in 
2007 to accompany Ken Burns’s 
documentary The War in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Jan Van Blaricom is a Bellevue 
native who is well-known for 
her community involvement. 
She is currently the president 
of the Bellevue Farmers’ 
Market and served as the 

founding vice president. She 
has also served on several 
area boards, including the 
Bellevue Allied Arts Council, 
Bellevue Downtown Park 
Citizens Committee, the 
Overlake Hospital Foundation, 
the Washington State Film 
Council and the Pacific 
Northwest Ballet. 

Eastside Heritage Center is proud to welcome 
Brian Casserly and Jan Van Blaricom to the 
Board of Trustees. 

To Donate Items:

call 425-450-1049 or email
archives@eastsideheritagecenter.org
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Upcoming
Programs

For more information 
on any Eastside Heritage Center programs, 

visit www.eastsideheritagecenter.org 

Program Ideas? 

Contact EHC at 425-450-1049 or 
email director@eastsideheritagecenter.org
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Heritage Series
Change Over Time: The Lowering of 
Lake Washington
Date & Time:	 Thursday, September 16, 7:00 PM
			 

Location:	 Winters House (2102 Bellevue Way SE, Bellevue)

What happened to the Eastside when the Lake Washington Ship 
Canal was completed, and the water level dropped by nine feet? 
Find out how the changing shoreline affected businesses and 
residents from Kirkland to Renton. EHC Archivist Megan Carlisle 
presents this program based upon research she collected while 
developing a 7th-grade Geography unit for the Bellevue School 
District.

Presented by the Eastside Heritage Center, in partnership with 
Bellevue Parks & Community Services.

Fraser Cabin Heritage Days

Dates & Times:	 Saturdays, June 19, July 17, Aug 21, Sep 18 
		  11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Location:	 Kelsey Creek Farm Park, Bellevue  

Another season of Fraser Cabin activities returns!  The log 
cabin experience is magical and will transport you back in 
time. Visitors are invited to participate in hands-on activities 
that relate to 1880s settler life: agriculture, dairy, household 
tasks, log cabins, games and Eastside history. All activities are 
located at the historic 1888 Fraser Cabin at Kelsey Creek Farm 
Park. Eastside Heritage Center staff and volunteers present the 
activities and interpret the log cabin that was built and lived in 
by the Fraser family over 100 years ago! 

Presented by the Eastside Heritage Center, in partnership with 
Bellevue Parks & Community Services.

Old Redmond Historic Walking Tours

Dates & Times:	 June 20 & September 19, 1:00 PM  - 2:30 PM

Location:	 Justice White House (7730 Leary Way, Redmond)

Registration:	 Redmond Historical Society 
		  425-885-2919 or info@redmondhistoricalsociety.org  
		  An $8 fee helps fund RHS research.

If you live in Redmond, you probably drive along 
Leary Way daily.  But do you know the histories 
of our oldest buildings?  Like, which one was 
both an undertaker’s premises and a bordello?  
Tom Hitzroth will educate and entertain folks 
with walking tours that explore those histories.

Presented by the Redmond Historical Society.

Blueberries of Mercer Slough

Dates & Time:	 Saturday, August 14
		  1:00 PM - 2:00 PM

Location:	 Overlake Blueberry Farm 
		  (2380 Bellevue Way SE, Bellevue)

Registration:	 Pre-regsitration required.
		  Call Bellevue Parks at 425-452-6885 
		  Reference Class # 48793

Cost:	 	 $5.00

Go behind the scenes at Mercer Slough’s beloved blueberry farm. 
Explore the farm, learn how it came to be and how we grow 
such tasty berries today. EHC Archivist Megan Carlisle and 
Education Coordinator Jane Morton will also share the history of 
blueberries in Bellevue. Optional U-pick to follow program (for 
an additional fee). All children under 12 must be accompanied by 
an adult. Presented by Bellevue Parks & Community Services.

Crossroads Farmers Market

Dates & Times:	 Tuesdays, through October 5
		  12:00 PM - 6:30 PM

Location:	 Crossroads Bellevue Shopping Center
		  Rear Parking Lot
		  (NE 8th St. & 156th Ave. NE, Bellevue)  

Eastside Heritage Center is a non-profit partner of the 
Crossroads Farmers Market this year.  Visit the Market on 
Tuesdays for fresh Washington produce, flowers, music 
and connections to organizations that make this a great 
neighborhood. Live music fills the air on each Market day, and 
there are also contests, recipes and more all season long.  EHC 
is on-site all through June and then once a month until October. 
Hope to see you there!

www.crossroadsbellevue.com/farmers-market
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Norman Blye

Norman Blye passed away 
on May 22, 2010. Norm was 
born in a house on Main St. in 
Bellevue in 1918. He attended 
Bellevue and Leschi Grade 
Schools and graduated from 
Garfield High School in 1937. 
Norm met the love of his life, 
Esther Carlson, at the Trianon 
Ballroom in Seattle. In his oral 
history, Norm recalls: “During 
WWII when I was single, I 
liked to go there and meet girls. 
So, anyway, I was there one 
night and I saw this cute little 
blond who was just the right 
height for a short person like 
me. I was impressed with her 
posture. I thought, “Gee, she’s 
sure square shouldered and 
cute. So I asked her to dance 
and I was hoping she could 

Memoriam
In

The work of the Eastside 
Heritage Center was 
recognized twice by the 
Association of King County 
Historical Organizations 
(AKCHO) during their 2010 
Annual Awards. 

Board member Justin Bunch 
was honored with the AKCHO 
Youth Award, which is 
presented to a King County 
student (K-12) who has made 
an outstanding contribution 
to the heritage community 
with service or through a 
project that has benefited the 
community at large.

During his three years as a 
board member, Justin has 
been an active part of the 
organization and has been 
a consistent contributor to 
discussions on everything 
from policy to program 
development.

He’s often one of the first to 
step up and help out with 
EHC’s programs and events, 
including the Strawberry 
Festival and the Fraser Cabin 
Heritage Days at Kelsey Creek 
Park. 

“Justin is always first on the 
volunteer list and is a 100 
percent participant,” wrote 
Karen Klett, EHC’s volunteer 
coordinator, in his nomination. 
“Children love having older 
students to look up to, both 
to answer their questions and 
give instructions. Justin has a 
special gift in relating to them.” 

Justin is a senior at Bellevue’s 
International School and plans 
to study foreign relations 
with the goal of becoming a 
diplomat. 

Bunch, Shelton honored 
with AKCHO awards

Patty Shelton of the Bellevue 
School District received the 
Heritage Education Award 
for her work with EHC on 
developing local history 
curriculum. The award honors 
a King County teacher or 
an organization who has 
promoted King County 
heritage by the innovative 
incorporation of local history 
into the curriculum and/or 
through a project that involves 
students with the heritage 
community. 

Over the past four years, Patty 
partnered with EHC to initiate 
and write two successful 
4Culture grants in order to 
develop the curriculum. She 
worked with archivist Megan 
Carlisle to make sure that the 
primary sources selected for 
the curriculum activities were 
grade appropriate and the 
activities challenging. 

The results were Strawberry 
Fields Forever, which involves 
analyzing primary source 
documents to identify 
Bellevue’s response to social 
and economic changes from 
the 1930s-1990s; and Change 
Over Time: The Lowering of Lake 
Washington, which focuses on 
how the construction of the 
Lake Washington Ship Canal 
and the subsequent lowering of 
Lake Washington impacted the 
residents and geography of the 
Central Puget Sound region.

Congratulations, Justin and 
Patty!

Paul Vander Hoek

Often called the ‘Mayor of 
Main Street’, Paul T. Vander 
Hoek played a pioneering 
role in Bellevue’s growth 
from isolated village to major 
city. He died April 21, 2010 
at age 94. When his father 
built a home near Factoria in 
the 1930s, Paul recalled that 
it took him almost all day to 
get there from Ballard. The 
trip included a streetcar to 
downtown Seattle, cable car 
to Leschi and ferry to Medina, 
followed by a 10-mile hike. Paul 
was born in Elk, Washington, 
grew up in Spokane and moved 
to Ballard as a teenager, before 
coming to Bellevue. Paul’s 
father started Eastside Glass 
Company in 1945, which Paul 
joined a year later and soon 
took over. Located on Main 

Eastside Heritage Center fondly remembers two longtime 
members, dedicated volunteers and Winters House Hosts.

dance well. I found out that 
she had taken dance lessons 
and she was a dancer. (...) I 
said, “Would you like a ride 
home. We could stop and 
have some dessert and coffee.”  
“Well”, she said, “I’ll ask my 
girl friend.”  So she asked (...) 
and then said, “That would 
be wonderful.” Norm and 
Esther were happily married 
for 66 years. Norm worked in 
the trucking business most 
of his life. In retirement he 
became a “Ferry Historian”, 
as he had grown up riding the 
ferries on Lake Washington. 
Together Norm and Esther 
gave presentations of “Ferry 
Tales of Lake Washington” to 
many organizations around the 
county.

Street in the heart of Old 
Bellevue, the store grew during 
the next four decades and 
spawned today’s Vander Hoek 
Corporation which operates a 
number of businesses. Paul was 
a founder and past president 
of both the Bellevue Chamber 
of Commerce and the Bellevue 
Downtown Association. For 
much of his career, he was one 
of Bellevue’s most involved 
citizen participants in city 
planning. He cared deeply 
about his community and was 
seldom shy about expressing 
his views. While not always 
successful in gaining 
agreement, he engendered 
broad respect for his passion 
and diligence. Paul and his wife 
Reda were married for 70 years 
before her death in 2007.



Volunteer Corner

Karen Klett
Volunteer Coordinator

“You are the only person on this 
earth who can use your ability.”

- Anonymous

Karen Klett
Volunteer Coordinator

425-450-1049
karenklett@eastsideheritagecenter.org  

Contact EHC and get involved today.

Here they are, the newest 
Winters House Hosts! These 
great folks give tours on 
various days and come from 
various backgrounds. 

Marion & Bob Boyle are retired 
and live at Silver Glenn in the 
Crossroads area. 

Kaaren Mathiesen, born and 
raised in Seattle, currently 
tutors students at Hopelink in 
Bellevue. 

Joe Chambley has lived in 
Bellevue for 15 years and enjoys 
learning about the history of the 
city as well as individual stories 
of early settlers. 

Barb & Steve Williams have long 
been associated with Eastside 

Heritage 
Center. Barb 
has recently 
retired as 
Education Co-
coordinator, 
and still 
helps with 
collections. 
Steve recently 
retired from 
King County 
Parks and 
gives talks and 
tours, as well 

as doing research for EHC. 

We are so pleased to have these 
new volunteers, and greatly 
appreciate all our Winters 
House Hosts. Don’t we have a 
great team? Want to join?  

Eastside Heritage Center
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL:
□ Benefactor 	 $1000 		  □ Contributor 	 $100
□ Steward 		 $500 		  □ Family 		  $40	
□ Supporter 	 $250 		  □ Individual 	 $25
□ Organization 	 $100 		  □ Student 		  $15

Enroll me as:   □ New Member 	    □ Membership Renewal 	 □ Gift

___________________________________________________________
MEMBER’S NAME

___________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

___________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE

___________________________________________________________
PHONE

___________________________________________________________
EMAIL

This membership is a gift from:

___________________________________________________________

PAYMENT INFORMATION:

□ Check (make checks payable to the Eastside Heritage Center)
□ Credit Card
	 □ Visa 	 □ Master Card 	 □ American Express

___________________________________________________________
NAME ON CARD

___________________________________________________________
CARD #

___________________________________________________________
EXP. DATE 			   V-CODE (last 3 digits on back of Visa/MC)

Additional Contribution: ___________ 	 Total Enclosed: ___________

□ My company will MATCH my gift

Company Name: _____________________________________________

The Eastside Heritage Center is a 501 (c)(3) charitable organization.

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM AND PAYMENT TO:
Eastside Heritage Center
P.O. Box 40535 			   Phone: 425-450-1049
Bellevue, WA 98015 			   Fax: 425-450-1050
		  www.EastsideHeritageCenter.org

All Eastside Heritage Center Members receive:

       - Membership Card
      - Quarterly Newsletter with historical features and program updates
      - Invitations to exhibits and programs
      - 10% discount on books and gift shop items

CATEGORIES:

Benefactor - $1,000
	 Receives Steward Benefits, plus:
		  Honored at Annual Event
Steward - $500
	 Receives Supporter benefits, plus:
		  Special publication
		  Curator’s Tour of the collection

Supporter - $250
	 Receives Organization benefits, plus:
		  Historic photo reproduction
Organization (schools, scout troops, etc) - $100
	 Receives Contributor benefits, plus:
		  Free Treasure Box rentals
		  Discounts on filed trips and classroom presentations
Contributor - $100
	 Additional benefits include:
		  Access to Archives fee waived
Family - $40
Individual - $25
Student (under 18 years of age) - $15
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Above, from L-R: Marion & Bob Boyle, Kaaren 
Mathiesen, Joe Chambley, Steve & Barb Williams
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